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FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS 
(FAQs)

What are the timings of the school day?
At Downe House Riyadh, we offer an extended school day to enable increased, 
and more varied, learning time.

Our school day starts at 8am (arrival from 7.45am) and finishes at 4.15pm. In 
Pre-School and Reception, pupils will finish at 2.45pm. For all year groups, this 
includes co-curricular activities at the end of the school day.

Pupils in Pre-School and Reception will initially have a staggered finish, 
enabling an earlier collection time as they gradually adjust to school life.
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What calendar does the academic year 
follow?
The school follows a three-term academic calendar. For 2022-23, our term 
dates* are as follows:

Term 1: 28th August – 20th December 

Term 2: 8th January – 13rd April 

Term 3:  30th April – 26th June

All national holidays in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will be observed.    

*Subject to Ministry of Education approval
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What is the curriculum?
Our curriculum is designed to offer pupils a seamless learning journey from 
Pre-School to Year 13. Pupils benefit from the structure of the UK National 
Curriculum combined with the creativity and track record of the Downe House 
UK academic programme. We recognise the importance of Arabic, Islamic 
Studies and Social Studies and ensure that these subjects are embedded 
within our core curriculum. Our curriculum prepares girls for IGCSE and A Level 
examinations, taken in Year 11 and 13 respectively, and opens doors to their 
exciting and ambitious futures.
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How are Arabic, Islamic Studies and 
Social Studies delivered?
Our Downe House curriculum is tailored to the context of Riyadh. Arabic, 
Islamic Studies and Social Studies are core pillars of our curriculum model. 
The framework we adopt for each of these subjects is aligned with the 
requirements of the Ministry of Education in Saudi Arabia and lessons are 
delivered by subject specialist teachers.

Our vision for Downe House pupils is that they graduate fluent in both English 
and Arabic, have a global outlook but also remain grounded in local culture 
and traditions.

We offer Arabic and Islamic Studies lessons all the way from Pre-School to 
Year 13. The number of curriculum periods devoted to Arabic and Islamic 
Studies is often in excess of Ministry of Education requirements.
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What resources are used in lessons?
At Downe House Riyadh, pupils will benefit from an engaging and personalised 
learning experience, where teachers draw upon a wide range of resources to 
ensure that all pupils are sufficiently supported and challenged. This includes 
activities, worksheets, online resources and published materials (for example, 
from Oxford University Press, Pearson and Cambridge University Press). 
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What qualifications do our teachers 
have?
Our outstanding team of staff have UK recognised qualifications and 
experience delivering the British curriculum. They all meet the standards 
required to deliver a Downe House education. Like our pupils, they will 
also benefit from being part of the Downe House family, through increased 
opportunities for teacher collaboration across our outstanding network. We 
will invest heavily in our staff through continued professional development 
opportunities, to ensure that they are kept up to date with the latest and most 
effective approaches to teaching and learning. 
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What is the co-curricular programme?
We are committed to supporting all pupils to discover activities that challenge, 
stimulate and develop them. We do this by offering a tremendous diversity of 
enrichment opportunities made possible through an extended school day and 
a passionate team of teachers. 

Our varied and broad range of co-curricular opportunities, which are 
embedded into the end of our school day, enable pupils of all ages to discover 
and improve their talents within the comfort and convenience of Downe House 
Riyadh. 

There is a wide array of co-curricular activities on offer including sport, music 
and drama. During the co-curricular time, pupils will also have the opportunity 
to attend homework club.
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What are our fees?
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Year group Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Annual Fee Annual Fees  
(VAT inclusive)

Pre-School 18,000 18,000 9,000 45,000 51,750

Reception 18,000 18,000 9,000 45,000 51,750

Year 1 22,000 22,000 11,000 55,000 63,250

Year 2 22,000 22,000 11,000 55,000 63,250

Year 3 26,000 26,000 13,000 65,000 74,750

Year 4 26,000 26,000 13,000 65,000 74,750

Year 5 26,000 26,000 13,000 65,000 74,750

Year 6 26,000 26,000 13,000 65,000 74,750

Year 7 28,000 28,000 14,000 70,000 80,500

Year 8 28,000 28,000 14,000 70,000 80,500

Year 9 28,000 28,000 14,000 70,000 80,500

Year 10 30,000 30,000 15,000 75,000 86,250

Year 11 30,000 30,000 15,000 75,000 86,250

Year 12 32,000 32,000 16,000 80,000 92,000

Year 13 32,000 32,000 16,000 80,000 92,000

Notes

 • All fees are charged in SAR.

 • 15% VAT is applied to the tuition fees for expatriates only.

 • Our fees for 2022/23 represent a discount on the fees approved for Downe 
House Riyadh by the Ministry of Education.

 • In the 2022/23 academic year we are open from Pre-School to Year 10.

 • All offers of a place are conditional on SEN or EAL needs being declared 
during the admission process and before accepting the offer. SEN and EAL 
programmes must be accepted if the school assesses it as necessary for 
the pupil. Each term the programmes will be reviewed against the school’s 
benchmarking policy as to how long the programme will continue.
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What facilities do we have?
The school is designed by two leading Saudi female architects, where state-of-
the-art buildings and facilities have been purpose built to deliver outstanding 
education. The campus houses some of the finest school facilities in Riyadh. 
These include dedicated libraries, central atriums, specialised science and 
IT labs, music studios, a 560-seat theatre and an expansive sports complex, 
including an indoor swimming pool.
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Where is the school located?
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Downe House Riyadh is 
located towards the north 
of Riyadh in the prominent 
neighbourhood of Aqeeq, 
making it readily accessible 
from most parts of the city. 
It is conveniently located 
minutes from Riyadh Park 
Mall and in close proximity 
to King Abdullah Financial 
District.
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What year groups are we accepting in 
August 2022?
We are accepting applications for entry in August 2022 for boys and girls aged 
3–9 (Pre-School – Year 4) as well as applications from girls aged 9–14 (Year 
5 – Year 10). In 2023, we will be accepting additional year groups, eventually 
extending through to Year 13.
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What is the admissions process?
To register your child and begin the admissions process, please complete an 
application form through our website. Following submission of the form, a 
member of our team will contact you to advise on next steps.
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APPLY NOW

https://downehouseriyadh.com/

