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Understanding IGCSE Choices

Choosing IGCSE subjects is an important milestone in a student’s
educational journey. While these choices do shape future pathways,
they are not intended to narrow options too early.

[GCSEs And Pathways Within
Saudi Arabia

Alongside their strong international recognition, IGCSEs also
provide excellent preparation for progression within the Saudi
education system. The academic rigour, subject depth and
assessment demands of IGCSE courses help students develop the
knowledge, study skills and discipline required for success in
national pathways such as Qudrat and Tahsili, and for entry to
Saudi universities.

The emphasis on problem-solving, extended writing, mathematical
reasoning and scientific thinking supports students as they
transition into Saudi-based assessments and higher education
expectations. Students who follow a well-chosen IGCSE
programme are therefore well placed to succeed whether they
continue along international routes or pursue higher education
opportunities within the Kingdom.

IGCSEs offer a balanced and academically rigorous foundation
that keeps doors open for A Levels, BTEC qualifications, university
study in Saudi Arabia or internationally, and a wide range of future
careers.
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What Are IGCSES?

IGCSEs (International General Certificate of Secondary Education)
are internationally recognised qualifications taken at the end of Key
Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11). They are valued by schools, universities
and employers worldwide for their depth of understanding, academic
challenge and emphasis on both knowledge and skills.

IGCSE Courses Typically Combine:

+ Subject knowledge and understanding
 Application of learning to new contexts

*  Problem-solving, analysis and evaluation

+ Independent thinking and exam technique

Assessment varies by subject and may include:

* Final written examinations
« Coursework or practical components
« Controlled assessments

Each subject page in this booklet outlines how it is assessed and the
demands students can expect.
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The Importance Of A Broad
And Balanced Curriculum

At this stage, students benefit most from breadth as well as depth.
A balanced IGCSE programme ensures that students continue
to develop:

« Strong literacy and numeracy

« Scientific and analytical thinking
 Creativity and problem-solving

* Cultural, linguistic and global awareness

This balance supports intellectual growth and prevents students
from becoming overly specialised too early. Even students with clear
career aspirations are best served by maintaining a range of subjects
that build transferable skills and academic resilience.

Choosing Subjects Wisely

The most successful IGCSE choices are those that are made with
genuine interest, aptitude and commitment in mind.

Students Should Ask Themselves:

« Do | enjoy this subject and feel motivated to study it in depth?
« Do my strengths and learning style suit the demands of

this course?
« Am | willing to commit to the workload over two years?

Parents and students are encouraged to view these choices as a
two-year academic commitment, not simply a short-term preference.
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Common Pitfalls To Avoid

When making choices, students should be cautious about:

« Choosing a subject solely because friends are taking it

« Avoiding a subject due to a temporary difficulty rather
than lack of interest

+ Selecting subjects based only on perceived ease or
grade outcomes

« Narrowing options too quickly without considering
future pathways

Enjoyment, engagement and effort are far stronger predictors of
success than perceived difficulty.

L.ooking Ahead

IGCSESs are a foundation, not a final destination. They prepare
students for advanced study at A Level and beyond by developing
independence, discipline and academic confidence.

The aim is not to have everything “figured out” at this stage, but to
build a strong platform from which students can grow.

This booklet is designed to support informed, thoughtful
decision-making. Students are encouraged to discuss their choices
with teachers, tutors and parents, and to reflect carefully on where
their interests and strengths truly lie.
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IGGSES At DHR

Core Subjects and Curriculum Structure

All students at Downe House Riyadh follow a core IGCSE curriculum
that ensures continuity, academic rigour and alignment with both
international and national expectations. These subjects are studied
by all students and form the foundation of their Key Stage 4
education (Year 10 & 11) .

Compulsory Core IGCSE Subjects
All students will study the following IGCSE qualifications:

« IGCSE English Language
« |IGCSE Mathematics
 IGCSE Science (Dual Award)

In Addition:;

« GCSE English Literature is studied by some students
 Arabic continues for eligible students, in line with
national requirements

These core IGCSE subjects ensure that every student develops

strong literacy, numeracy, scientific understanding and language
skills, regardless of their optional subject choices.
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[GCSE Options and
National Subjects

IGCSE option subjects are studied alongside the core IGCSE subjects
and do not replace the national subjects that we continue to teach at
Downe House Riyadh. This structure ensures that students benefit from:

« Arigorous and internationally recognised IGCSE pathway
« Continued alignment with Saudi national curriculum requirements
« A balanced timetable that supports both academic depth

and breadth

The Key Stage 4 (Year 10 &11) programme at Downe House Riyadh
allows students to personalise part of their curriculum through IGCSE
option choices, while remaining securely grounded in essential
subjects that support progression to A Levels, BTEC qualifications,
Saudi and international universities, and future careers.

Option Choices

This booklet contains essential information about each of the IGCSE
subjects offered at our school. It outlines key content, assessment
structure (coursework vs. exams), and helps you compare subjects
based on skills, challenges, and progression routes.

An options sheet accompanies this booklet and provides clear
guidance on how many subjects students should choose, how
choices should be made, and how and when selections should be
submitted.
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Assessment Methods At IGCSE

What is Coursework?

Coursework is assessed work completed during the course, often over
an extended period, and contributes to the final IGCSE grade in certain
subjects. It allows students to demonstrate skills such as research,
planning, creativity and sustained application of knowledge. However,
coursework also requires strong organisation, independence and
integrity. In line with JCQ regulations, all coursework must be the
student’s own, independent work. The use of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
tools is not permitted in the production of coursework, as this would
compromise authenticity and could result in serious penalties. While
coursework can reward consistent effort, it can also place pressure on
students who struggle with time management or sustained deadlines.

What is the Exam?

Examinations are formal, time-limited assessments sat under strict
examination conditions at the end of the course. Exams assess a
student’s ability to recall knowledge, apply understanding and perform
under pressure independently. They provide a standardised and externally
marked measure of attainment and reduce the risk of external influence.
However, exams may not always reflect a student’s full potential if
performance on the day is affected by stress, illness or exam anxiety.

What Does Modular Assessment Mean?

Some IGCSE subjects are modular, meaning the course is divided into
separate units that are assessed at different points, rather than in one
final exam series. This can help students manage workload, reflect on
performance and build confidence over time. However, under
examination board rules, students may only ‘cash in’ (count towards
certification) their most recent two grades for any unit. Earlier results
cannot be used indefinitely, so careful planning and timing of entries is
essential to ensure the strongest overall outcome.
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Subjects Covered:

« History
«  Geography

« Computer Science

- ICT

* Business
« Art and Design

* Music

* Physical Education (PE)

Subject Comparison Table

Subject Coursework

History No
Geography No
Computer Science No
ICT No
Business No

Art & Design 60%

Music 60%

PE 40%

Subject Summaries

History (Linear):

Exam(%)

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

40%

40%

60%

Practical
Elements

No

Fieldwork-based

Programming
Task

Practical Paper

No

Portfolio Work

Performance,
Composition

Practical Report

Key Skills

Critical Thinking,
Essay Writing

Data Handling,
Spatial Awareness

Problem-Solving,
Logic

IT proficiency,
Presentation

Decision-making,
Numeracy

Decision-making,
Numeracy

Creativity,
Independence

Performance,
Analysis

Best Suited For
Analytical Thinkers,
History Lovers
Curious,
Environmentally
Aware

Coders,
Tech Enthusiasts

Practical
Digital Users

Budding
Entrepreneurs

Artists, Designers

Musicians,
Composers

Sporty Students,
Team Players

« Course Content: Depth studies (e.g., China 1900-89, USA 1918-41),
Investigation and Breadth (e.g., Superpower relations, the Vietnam

Conflict)

« Assessment: 2 exam papers (no coursework); linear qualification
with all assessments at the end of the course

- Skills Developed: Critical thinking, source analysis, essay writing

* Ideal for: Students who enjoy reading, discussion, and investigating

past events
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Geography (Modular):

* Course Content: Two Core Units:
- Physical Geography (rivers, coasts, hazardous environments
- Human Geography (economic activity, urban and rural
environments, and global issues including climate change,
globalisation, and development)
« Assessment: 2 exam papers (Unit 1: 40%, Unit 2: 60%); no
coursework but includes fieldwork questions
- Skills Developed: Spatial awareness, data analysis, enquiry-based
research, map skills, sustainability evaluation
* ldeal for: Curious students with an interest in the world around
them and global challenges

Computer Science:

« Course Content: Programming, algorithms, data representation,
networks, cyber security

« Assessment: 2 exams: 1 theory paper and 1 practical programming
paper (no coursework)

- Skills Developed: Logic, problem-solving, computational thinking

« Ideal for: Students who enjoy coding, maths, and technology

ICT:

« Course Content: Use of office software, digital communication,
online safety, systems management

« Assessment: 2 papers: 1 written and 1 practical paper

- Skills Developed: Practical digital skills, report writing,
document design

« Ideal for: Students interested in using tech tools rather than
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Business:

« Course Content: Business activity, marketing, operations, finance,
HR, globalisation

« Assessment: Exam-based (no coursework); 2 papers

- Skills Developed: Decision-making, data interpretation,
understanding of the real world

+ Ideal for: Students with an interest in entrepreneurship

Art and Design:

« Course Content: Choose from Fine Art, Graphic Communication,
Photography, etc. Focus on developing personal responses,
techniques, and portfolios

« Assessment: 60% Personal Portfolio, 40% Externally
Set Assignment

- Skills Developed: Creativity, visual communication, independence

* ldeal for: Visually creative students committed to sustained
project work

Music:

« Course Content: Performing, Composing, and Appraising across
diverse musical styles

« Assessment: 30% performance, 30% composition,
40% listening exam

- Skills Developed: Performance, creativity, analysis, teamwork

« ldeal for: Musicians who enjoy both practical and academic
musical study
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Physical Education (PE):

« Course Content: Anatomy, training, sport psychology,
performance analysis

« Assessment: 60% exam (2 papers), 30% practical, 10% written
Personal Exercise Programme

- Skills Developed: Physical performance, analysis, application
of theory

- Ideal for: Active students with strong participation in sport

Thank you,

Downe House Riyadh
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