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KEY STAGE 2

At Downe House Riyadh - Year 3 -5







Years 345 : Where Thinking
Deepens, Curlosity Grows And
Eetindations Are Secured

Key Stage 2 (Years 3 — 5) at Downe House Riyadh is where
learning becomes deliberate, structured and intellectually
ambitious. It marks a clear move from play-based exploration to
purposeful classroom learning, where knowledge is taught
explicitly, thinking is developed systematically, and children are
expected to engage with increasing academic challenge, begin to
think deeply, reason confidently and apply learning across subjects.

At DHR, KS2 is not about rushing through content. It is about
constructing understanding, carefully, creatively and purposefully,
based on the best evidence-based research that reflects how
children truly learn, while remaining relevant to the cultural context
and lived experience of children growing up in Saudi Arabia.




Arabic, Islamic And Social Studies:
[dentity, Belonging And Confidence

Arabic, Islamic and Social Studies are a fundamental and joyful part
of life at Downe House Riyadh.

We are proud to see:

Native Arabic speakers deepening their language and
cultural identity

Non-native speakers flourishing in confidence and
communication

All students developing the ability to engage meaningfully
with the community in which they live

This bilingual and bicultural fluency supports identity, respect and
outward-looking confidence, essential qualities in a global world.
Our national subject teachers are selected for their expertise and
subject knowledge, and enrich Ministry of Education requirements
through the same high-quality pedagogical approaches used
across our English-medium curriculum.
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A British Curriculum, Expertly
Cralfted For Our Children

Our British KS2 curriculum is fully aligned with the National
Curriculum of England and Wales, ensuring rigour, progression and
high academic standards across all subjects.

What makes Downe House Riyadh different is how we deliver this
curriculum.

Rather than teaching subjects as isolated blocks of information, we
have carefully designed a thematic, connected curriculum that
allows children to:

Revisit key concepts across subjects

Build and reuse vocabulary in meaningful contexts
Make links between ideas, knowledge and skills
Apply learning in interdisciplinary ways

This approach reflects best practice in cognitive science and child
development. When children encounter connected ideas repeatedly
and in different contexts, their understanding becomes stronger,
deeper and more transferable.

This is how genuine learning happens and how children learn to
think, not just remember.

Thinking Is Taught, Not Assumed

At Downe House Riyadh, we explicitly teach children how to think.

Across KS2, students are introduced to and regularly use:

Taxonomy and thinking vocabulary

Language that distinguishes between foundational
knowledge, consolidation and hard thinking

Clear modelling of reasoning, problem-solving and application
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Teachers deliberately plan for moments of challenge, discussion
and reflection, helping children to articulate their thinking and build
confidence in tackling complex ideas.

This shared language empowers children. They understand what
kind of thinking is being asked of them and why it matters.

A Curriculum That Revisits,
Reinforces And Goes Deeper

Our curriculum is cyclical by design.

Key concepts, particularly in subjects such as Mathematics and
English, are revisited year on year. Each time, children:

« Secure foundational understanding
 Reinforce prior learning
+ Extend and deepen their thinking

This spiral approach ensures learning is not fragile or forgotten.
Instead, it becomes intuitive, flexible and durable.

As learning becomes more formal in KS2, it does not become rigid. It
becomes more intellectually demanding, pushing curiosity, reasoning
and confidence, always with the DHR child at the centre.

Importantly, this is not an imported curriculum. It is carefully built for
our children at Downe House Riyadh, reflecting who they are, where

they live, and the futures they are preparing for.

The curriculum is overseen by the Head of Primary and a dedicated
KS2 Lead, ensuring coherence, consistency and continual refinement.
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Pastoral Care, Wellbeing
And Learning For Life

KS2 is also a time of significant personal growth. At DHR, we place
equal value on emotional intelligence, self-regulation and
accountability.

Through structured pastoral provision, including circle time, children
are supported to:

Recognise and articulate their feelings

Learn strategies for emotional regulation

Develop empathy and respect for others

Understand that they are accountable for the choices they make

Our Learning for Life programme supports personal, social and
emotional development in ways that are age-appropriate and
culturally relevant to life in Riyadh.

We are intentionally preparing children not just for the next year of
school, but for relationships, responsibility and maturity.
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Impact And Competency Pathways
(ICPs): Education Beyond

The Classroom,

The Downe House Diflerence

A defining feature of a premium British education is what happens
beyond academic lessons.

At DHR, this is delivered through our Impact and Competency
Pathways (ICPs), which are an essential part of our holistic curriculum.

ICPs:

Develop confidence, leadership and teamwork
Build creativity, resilience and communication skills
Allow children to discover talents beyond traditional subjects

ICPs are delivered in mixed-age groups, encouraging collaboration,
adaptability and strong social skills. They also support children in
building relationships across year groups, strengthening our sense
of community. Each year, your child will select four Impact and
Competency Pathways (ICPs), drawn from the areas of: Academia
Beyond the Curriculum; Creative and Performing Arts; or Sport.
These activities take place within the school day, when children
have the energy, focus and enthusiasm to enjoy them fully and
develop their skills.

ICPs are not an add-on to an already long school day. They are a
deliberate and valued part of our curriculum, designed to develop
confidence, character and the wider competencies that support
success both in and beyond the classroom.
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A Balanced Approach To
Learning At Home

We believe deeply in the importance of balance.

In KS2, we do not overload children with homework. Beyond the
essential expectation of regular reading, we prioritise:

* Rest * Play «  Family time
As children move through KS2, parents may choose to use
supporting platforms such as Century Tech and Times Tables Rock
Stars to reinforce learning at home but these are there to support, not
replace, quality learning during the school day.
Reading remains a cornerstone of our provision. It underpins
language development, imagination and academic success across

the curriculum. Reading in both Arabic and English are actively
encouraged.

Grouping, Flexibility And
Knowing Every Child

Children in KS2 have a main class teacher, providing continuity, care
and strong relationships.

For English and Mathematics, children move into flexible, fluid groups
to ensure learning is pitched at the right level

«  Supporting progress
 Closing gaps
+ Providing stretch and challenge

These groups change over time, reflecting progress and need.
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This approach also:

Encourages children to adapt to different teachers and styles
Builds social confidence

Ensures children know and work with many peers across
their year group

Through ICPs and wider school life, children also mix across year
groups, strengthening relationships and collaboration.

Values In Action: DHR DNA Passports

Our DHR DNA Passports play a vital role in KS2.
They help children:

« Understand and live our core values
« Reflect on behaviour, effort and contribution
» Earn recognition through house points

This builds a strong sense of belonging, unity and healthy
competition, reinforcing that who you are and how you act matter
just as much as what you achieve.
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The Downe House Difference:
Everything Your Child Needs,
Thoughttully Provided

At Downe House Riyadh, we aim to provide a rich, complete
educational experience, so families do not feel the need to
supplement excessively outside school.

Through:

A carefully constructed curriculum

Strong pastoral and wellbeing provision
Enrichment through ICPs

High-quality teaching and thoughtful structure

We give children the time, space and support they need to flourish.

A Strong Foundation For Boys In
Key Stage 2

A Downe House Riyadh education in Key Stage 2 serves our boys
exceptionally well. By the time they leave us at the end of Year 4, they
do so as confident, curious and well-rounded learners, equipped with
strong academic foundations, positive learning habits and a clear
sense of responsibility.

Learning in a co-educational environment, infused with the Downe
House Difference, ensures our boys develop respect, collaboration,
resilience and confidence, qualities that prepare them strongly for
the move to their next school. We take great care in supporting this
transition and remain committed to guiding families through the next
steps, ensuring every child leaves DHR ready to thrive in their new
environment.
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KS2 At DHR: A Powerful
Foundation

Key Stage 2 at Downe House Riyadh is where:

Knowledge becomes understanding
Curiosity becomes confidence
Thinking becomes purposeful

It is a phase that prepares children notjustfor the next'Stage of

school, but for a lifetime of learning, andforour girls, the'ne se
of Downe House is where the future becomes hers. e
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