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Why A Premium British Education?

The British education system is globally respected because it
develops thinkers, not memorizers.

It prioritises:

* Depth of understanding rather than rote learning
« Application of knowledge in unfamiliar contexts
« Progress over time, not short-term performance

Students are expected to explain, justify, evaluate and apply their
learning. This approach builds intellectual confidence, adaptability
and resilience, qualities that universities and employers value
highly.

At Downe House Riyadh, we believe that real preparation means far
more than academic results alone. It means developing confident,
capable young women who can think independently, work under
pressure, communicate effectively, and adapt to challenge, whether
they progress to a Saudi university or an international institution.

A graduate of Downe House Riyadh stands out because she brings
more than knowledge. She brings the skills, mindset and
confidence required to succeed in demanding environments. That
preparation begins early, and Key Stage 3 (Years 7 — 9) is where it
takes root.

KS3 is where students learn that success is not about cramming
for an exam or simply turning up. It is about commitment, effort,
curiosity, resilience and growth. It is where we begin preparing
students for the expectations of higher education, even at this early
stage, through a premium British education model that develops
the whole child.
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Key Stage 3 at Downe House Rivadh
(Years 7-9)

Key Stage 3 (KS3) is a crucial foundation phase within the British
education system. It bridges the transition from primary learning to
the academic depth, independence and resilience required for
GCSE, Sixth Form and beyond. At Downe House Riyadh, KS3 is
deliberately designed to build strong knowledge, develop
disciplined thinking and establish the habits of successful learners,
while ensuring every student feels supported, known and confident.

KS3 is not about rushing towards examinations. It is about laying
the academic, intellectual and personal foundations that allow
students to thrive under challenge later in their school journey.

What Is Key Stage 3?

Key Stage 3 typically covers Years 7 to 9 and follows the English
National Curriculum framework, adapted for our international
context and aligned with national requirements in Saudi Arabia.

This phase bridges the transition from primary education to the
academic depth, independence and responsibility required at GCSE,
Sixth Form and beyond.

During KS3, students:

Build secure subject knowledge across a broad range of disciplines
Learn how to think critically, analyse and apply understanding
Develop independence, organisation and self-discipline

Learn to manage challenge and academic pressure positively
Prepare academically and emotionally for the demands of Key
Stage 4 (Years 10 & 11)

KS3 is intentionally broad, structured and rigorous, ensuring
students develop strong foundations before specialising later.
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The Ks3 Curriculum At
Downe House Rivadh

Students follow a broad and balanced British curriculum, including:

* English

« Mathematics

« Science

*  Humanities

+ Creative and Performing Arts
* Physical Education

Alongside this, students continue to study:

+ Arabic
* Islamic Studies (where applicable)
+ Saudi Social Studies

This curriculum is broad, enriching and carefully balanced, giving
students meaningful exposure to both British and National subjects. It
supports the development of strong bilingual skills, a secure sense of
identity for our Saudi students, and a deep understanding of Saudi
Arabia for our international cohort, ensuring all students are confident,
culturally aware and well prepared to engage thoughtfully with the
country in which they live.

In doing so, the curriculum supports an outward-looking mindset,

encouraging respect, understanding and global perspective alongside
academic confidence
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Making Our Curriculum
Content And Learning Visible

To support transparency and partnership with families, students are
issued each half term with a Learning Journey for every subject. This
outlines the key curriculum areas, knowledge and skills being
developed, and how learning is building over time. Parents are
encouraged to engage with these Learning Journeys to understand
what their child is studying and how progress is being made.

Lesson materials, resources and key pieces of work are shared
through Microsoft Teams, allowing students and parents to access
learning, revisit content and support independent study beyond the
classroom.

Learning How To Think:
Taxonomy And Progression

At Downe House Riyadh, learning at KS3 is underpinned by a shared
taxonomy of learning. Students are explicitly taught to recognise the
difference between:

« Knowledge consolidation
Hard thinking and problem-solving
Application of learning to new and complex situations

This common language helps students understand how they are
learning, not just what they are learning. Expectations increase
steadily across KS3, preparing students for the academic demands
of GCSE and beyond.
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Assessment at KS3:
A Tool for Growth

In the British system, assessment is used to support learning, not
define a child.

At Downe House Riyadh:

« Formative assessment happens daily in lessons
« Summative assessment takes place regularly

However, summative assessments alone do not determine
end-of-year outcomes. They form one part of a wider picture that
includes progress, effort, engagement and learning behaviours.

Why Summative
Assessments Matter

Summative assvessments at KS3 are designed to:

« Prepare students gradually for higher-stakes assessments at
Key Stage 4

« Develop exam organisation, focus and resilience

« ldentify strengths and areas for development

They take place during the normal school day, helping students
build confidence in structured conditions. Importantly, students
return to assessments afterwards to:

* Review responses
* ldentify misconceptions
« Set clear next steps

Assessments act as a diagnosis, not a post-mortem. The learning
continues after the test. Students also use these assessments to
develop revision skills, trialling strategies, reflecting on what works,
and building independence over time.
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Reporting At DHR:
More Than A Grade

At Downe House Riyadh, preparation for the real world means
recognising that success is more than an exam result.

Students receive five reports each academic year, which may include:

« Attitude to Learning (ATL)

* Independent study and homework
* Progress over time

+ Attainment where appropriate

Clear level indicators help students understand how they are learning,
not just where they are academically. This supports target-setting,
self-improvement and ownership, skills essential for university and
professional life.

Attendance, Commitment
And High Expectations

In the British system, learning is carefully sequenced. Attendance
matters.

If students miss lessons or disengage, gaps in understanding can
quickly appear. KS3 introduces students to:

* Productive academic pressure
+ High expectations
« The importance of consistency and preparation

This is not a textbook-led system. It is a thinking-led system, and
commitment is essential.
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Pastoral Care: Doing Well
By Being Well

Academic success at Downe House Riyadh is underpinned by strong,
visible pastoral care. Students are known as individuals and
supported to feel:

- Safe
« Confident
Supported
« Challenged appropriately

Each year group is overseen by a Head of Year, who has responsibility
for students’ pastoral wellbeing, day-to-day support and communication
with families. This ensures that every child has a consistent point of
care and guidance as they progress through the school.

Across Key Stage 3, pastoral provision is further strengthened by a KS3
Lead, who holds oversight of the entire phase. The KS3 Lead works
closely with Heads of Year, teachers and families to ensure a coherent,
consistent and nurturing experience for all students.

We believe strongly in “Doing well by being well.” When students feel

secure, known and valued, they are far better able to engage deeply with
learning, take positive risks and rise to academic challenge.
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Beyond Academics: Impact And
Competency Pathways (ICPS)

A defining feature of a premium British education is what happens
beyond the classroom.

At DHR, this is delivered through our Impact and Competency Pathways
(ICPs), which are an essential and valued part of our curriculum.

At KS3, ICPs help students:

Discover strengths beyond academics

Build confidence and leadership

Develop communication, teamwork and resilience
Grow essential power skills for future success

These experiences complement academic learning and support the
development of confident, capable young people.

DHR DNA:
Values That Shape Learners

Our DHR DNA values are embedded across learning, enrichment and
pastoral care. Students are encouraged to reflect not only on what
they achieve, but how they approach challenge and growth.

Together, our values and learning taxonomy ensure students are
developing academically, personally and ethically.
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Preparing For
The Future

By the end of KS3, students are rea

« Make informed GCSE and I(
« Engage confidently with acz
« Take ownership of their lea
« Progress successfully to Ke

This is where the journey toward
and where the Downe House Diffe
students who think deeply, act wit
for their learning and are prepared
and real-world environments.
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