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“*Welcome From
The Principal ”’

Dear Parents,

A very warm welcome to Downe
House Riyadh: rooted in Riyadh,
inspired by Saudi values, and
committed to education that
unlocks possibility, purpose and
leadership.

Downe House Riyadh is a
premium British school,
accredited by COBIS and a
member of BSME, where
academic rigour meets cultural
depth. Our students benefit from
a world-class British education,
underpinned by over a century of
excellence at Downe House UK,
alongside strong Arabic, Islamic
and Social Studies provision,
developing bilingual confidence,
cultural understanding and
global readiness, locally
grounded and globally relevant.

Our school is co-educational to
the end of Year 4, after which we
become a girls-only school from
Year 5 onwards. This transition is
deliberate and purposeful. In the
early years, boys and girls benefit
greatly from learning together in
a nurturing, balanced
environment. As our girls mature,
we move intentionally into a
girls-only model that empowers
them to find their voice, build
confidence and ambition, and
step into leadership without
limitation. This is where the
Downe House philosophy comes
to life: preparing girls not just to
succeed, but to lead with
purpose.

Your child will learn on a secure,
purpose-built campus in the
heart of Riyadh, designed to
support high-quality learning,
creativity and ambition in and
beyond the classroom. Our
co-curricular programme is not
an add-on; it is integral to
developing confidence, character
and the power skills required for
life beyond school.

Through our close partnership
with Downe House UK, and its
115-year legacy of educational
excellence, we deliver a British
education of depth, rigour and
heritage. At the same time, we
ensure pathways remain open to
both Saudi and international
universities, so every student is
prepared to succeed locally, and
globally. Our senior girls carve
out their own futures: bold,
confident and on their own

terms. After all, the future is hers.

At Downe House Riyadh, we view
education as a partnership,
between the student, the school
and you as parents. We believe
that children flourish when this
partnership is built on trust,
respect and open
communication. Our open-door
policy reflects this belief, and we
encourage you to engage with us
regularly about your child’s
progress, wellbeing and
development.
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This handbook is designed to
support you in understanding the
day-to-day life of the school, our
routines, expectations and
values. | encourage you to refer
to it regularly. Should you require
any further information, please
do not hesitate to contact our
admissions team, or a member
of our academic or pastoral
staff.

The year ahead promises to be
an exciting and rewarding one for
our students and for our wider
school community. We are
deeply grateful for your trust,
loyalty and support, and we look
forward to working in close
partnership with you and your
family.

With my very best wishes for the
coming academic year.

Def pap

Ms. Deborah Sharifi
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Vision

Downe House Riyadh strives to lead education
in the Kingdom through premium British
standards, rooted in Saudi culture. Through
bespoke opportunities and exceptional
experiences, we empower and nurture our girls
to flourish as confident and principled young

women who lead with integrity, purpose and
ambition. The Future is Hers.

The Downe House DNA

Your Unique Connection To The World

What does it mean to be a Downe House student?

There is no such thing as a typical Downe House
student, and that is very much the point. At
Downe House, every girl is known as an individual.
Whether she is an artist, a scientist, an athlete, a
performer, a musician, or all of these at once, she
is valued, supported and challenged to become
the very best version of herself.

The Downe House difference is not something we
bolt on. It is in our DNA: We simply cannot help it.
That DNA is defined by eight core characteristics:
Collaboration, Resilience, Creativity, Aspiration,
Compassion, Communication, being
Outward-Looking and Digital-Ready. These are not
abstract ideals; they are lived daily in classrooms,
on the sports field, on stage and in every
interaction across school life.

Through academic learning, our Impact and
Competency Pathways (ICPs) and outstanding
pastoral care, we deliberately and consistently
develop these qualities in every student. They
shape how our girls and boys ( up to Year 5) think,
how they learn, how they lead and how they
engage with the world around them.

There may be no single Downe House “type,” but
wherever our alumnae go, and whatever paths
they choose, they carry with them the enduring
imprint of the Downe House DNA: confident,
compassionate young women, ready to make
their mark.

@ Compassion

Creativity

Communication

Outward Looking

@ Digital Ready



Admissions

The admissions team is responsible for managing all student admissions and entry
procedures in liaison with the Principal, and can be contacted either in person, by calling on
+966 (0) 11 466 8555 Mobile Number: +966 59 800 8585 or at
admissions@downehouseriyadh.com.

A member of our admissions team is available from 7.00am — 4.00pm Sunday to Thursday.
We are able to assist you in Arabic or English.

School Reception

Our school reception is open from 7:00 am — 4:00 pm, Sunday to Thursday and our friendly
team are always happy to help with general enquiries and information about the school and
are able to assist you in Arabic or in English.

Clinic

The Clinic is situated on the Ground Floor and
is open from 7:00 am — 4:00 pm, Sunday to
Thursday. If your child becomes sick or has
an accident during the school day this is
where they will be taken first. We have 2 very
experienced nurses in the school and one of
our nurses will contact you. We do not allow
students to contact their parents directly to

be collected if they feel unwell, all
communication comes through our clinic.

Finance Department

The school’s accounts office is open from 7:00 am - 4:00 pm, Sunday to Thursday for all
matters relating to tuition fees and other payments. The Finance Department can be
contacted by calling +966 (0)55 526 9579 or at finance@downehouseriyadh.com.

The fee schedule can be found on our website and fees are due in full before the start of the
term to which they apply.



School Organisation

DOWNE HOUSE IS ORGANISED INTO PHASES

Nursery

EYFS

Key Stage 1

Key Stage 2

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 5
Sixth Form

Age2-3

Pre- School
Reception

Year 1
Year 2

Year 3
Year 5

Year 6 (Hub)
Year7-9

Year 10 -11
IGCSE

Year 12 &13
A Levels
BTEC

Quadrat
Tashili

Calendar

The school’'s annual calendar can be found on our website. In addition the school will
inform parents of termly events so that you are notified of important dates in advance.

;-

Scan The Qr Code To Access
The School’'s 2025-2026
Academic Calendar -

The School’'s 2026-2027
Academic Calendar

j Scan The Qr Code To Access
]
[

Teaching

Students in Pre-School to Year 5 have most of their lessons taught by their class teacher.
Pre-School to Year 2 have specialist teaching in Arabic, Islamic, Swimming. In Year 3 and 4,
PE lessons are also taught by a specialist teacher.

Students in Year 6 are taught by specialist teachers and move to the Year 6 Hub for their
final year of Key stage 2. Year 6 have specialist, teacher-led lessons in English, Maths,
Science, Arabic, Islamic Studies, Social Studies, Humanities, Swimming, PE, Art, Music, ICT
and Food Technology.

From Year 7, all children begin Key Stage 3 which is the first year of secondary school.
Downe House Riyadh students develop deeper skills, knowledge and understanding of each
subject as they progress into the Senior years at Year 7.
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Role Of The Tutor

(Academic And Pastoral Adviser)

Every adult at Downe House has the deep
belief that children thrive in a caring and
supportive environment where the students’
wellbeing is at the heart of every decision.

Pastoral care (Wellbeing) at Downe House is
the foundation upon which our students gain
confidence in themselves. As a result,
everything we do is about ensuring that the
students’ experiences will help them develop
within a strong structure of care and support
at the centre of the school. Your child’s
happiness and wellbeing are very important
to us. Every student has their own Class
Teacher or in the secondary school a Form
Tutor, plus a Head of Year.

Nursery to Year 5

Your child will spend much of the day with
their Class Teacher and enjoys regular
contact with them. This means that our
class teachers can really get to know your
child well and support them with their
talents, interests and ambitions. Your child
will also feel supported both academically
and pastorally in whatever they want to
achieve.

Arabic and Islamic Studies are taught by
dedicated specialists whose expertise is
carefully matched to each age phase,
ensuring your child’s learning is
developmentally appropriate, rooted in Saudi
culture and delivered through best-practice

pedagogy.

Year 6 - 13

This focus does not stop as your child enters
Year 6, where all their lessons are taught by
specialist teachers. All students from Year 6
onwards are members of a tutor group and
are supported by a tutor. Downe House
tutors play a crucial role in the pastoral care
of the students in the tutor group. They
ensure the students’ academic, ICP, personal
and social development are monitored and
supported and often act as the first link
between the child, parents and teaching
staff.

Your child’s tutor is responsible for
developing a caring, working relationship
with each individual student in the tutor
group. This will enable the students to have
a sense of identity and belonging and to feel
that they are valued both as an individual,
and as a part of the group. Every year also
has a dedicated Head of Year who oversees
all student wellbeing in that year group.




Houses

You may be familiar with Houses through popular culture, but in premium British education they
have long been a powerful way of building identity, belonging and community. At Downe House
Riyadh, our House system is firmly rooted in the traditions of Downe House UK. All students
belong to one of five Houses: Aisholt, Ancren Gate North, Ancren Gate South, Holcombe or

Tedworth. House points are awarded for effort, achievement and behaviour, with weekly totals
celebrated and regular House competitions bringing students together across age groups.

Our Houses connect Downe House students on a global scale. Each term, House points are
shared with Downe House UK and our sister school in Muscat, reinforcing a shared identity and
sense of belonging beyond the classroom.

Siblings are usually placed in the same House. Families will be informed of their child’s House

and House colour ahead of August, ready for uniform purchase.

Daily Routine

The shape of our school day ensures there
is always enough flexibility within the
curriculum to tailor learning to each child’s
individual interests and needs. The school
opens its doors fpr arrival at 7:15 am and
the students will wait for the start of the day
in the Atrium, having been greeted every
morning at the school gates by the Prinicpal
and senior staff as they arrive to start their
school day. Our day starts for all students
at 7:45 am and for Years 1 — 13 finsihes at
3:45 pm. For EYFS, children can be
collected at 1:30 pm or if they are staying
for Co-Curricular collection is at 2:30 pm.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage,
learning is delivered through continuous
provision aligned to the EYFS learning
goals. This carefully structured, play-based
approach is intentionally designed around
how young children think, explore and
develop, drawing on the strongest research
and evidence in early years education.
Arabic and Islamic learning are seamlessly
woven into daily provision, ensuring children
are immersed in a rich, age-appropriate
bilingual environment from the outset.

Downe House Riyadh | Parents Hand Book

Every day Sunday - Wednesday Years 1 — 13
will have 7x 50 minutes lessons. Our Impact
and Competency Pathways (ICPs) are built into
the school day, ensuring that every student has
access to meaningful learning experiences
beyond the core curriculum. At Downe House
Riyadh, we are deeply committed to developing
the whole child, which is why these
opportunities sit at the heart of the timetable
rather than at its margins. By embedding ICPs
within the school day, we ensure that
enrichment is not optional or peripheral, but an
integral part of every student’s education. Our
students choose their ICPs in advance of each
academic year so that they are in their
timetables when they begin the year.

Alongside this, students engage daily in form
time, supported by our bespoke Learning for
Life programme. This carefully designed
curriculum develops the personal, social and
emotional skills children need to thrive —
building confidence, resilience, character and
the habits required for success in school and
beyond.
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Drop-0Oft

Students may be dropped off by carefully driving through the designated drop-off zone at
the front of the school, or by parking nearby and walking your child to the main school
entrance. Our security team will be on duty each morning to direct traffic and assist with
parking. If you need extra time to exit the vehicle or unload items from the boot, we kindly
ask that you park rather than stop in the drop-off lane, helping to keep traffic moving
smoothly for all families.

Parents entering the school building to accompany their child to class must wear a green
school lanyard at all times. This is an important safeguarding measure. Please note that the
rear entrance of the school is for students only, and parent access is not permitted via this
entrance. Families may also choose to drop off their child using the underground parking
facilities.

Late Arrivals

Students arriving late will be marked as
late in the register. It is essential that all
late arrivals sign in at School Reception
for safeguarding and attendance
purposes. Persistent lateness in the
Secondary School will be escalated in line
with the school’'s Attendance and
Punctuality Policy, with parents contacted
and demerits issued where appropriate.

Pick - Up

Parents are kindly asked not to arrive more than 10 minutes before the designated
pick-up time, as school doors will not open until the allocated time. EYFS students are
collected directly from their classrooms. Students in Years 1-13 are collected from their
designated pick-up areas. The Green Zone is located on the main lawn, and the Yellow
Zone is accessed via the basement. Pick-up zones are allocated by year group, with
siblings placed together wherever possible to ensure a safe and efficient dismissal
process. Students who are consistently collected late will be placed into after-school care
provision, and parents will be charged accordingly.




Dining at Downe House

A healthy lifestyle and nutritious diet play
a vital role in students’ learning and
development. For this reason, the school
places strong emphasis on providing and
promoting healthy food choices and
positive eating habits. During break
times, students may bring a healthy
snack from home.

Younger students take their snack in the
appropriate canteen under the
supervision of teachers and teaching
assistants, who actively encourage good
manners and healthy eating. Older
students have designated areas around
the school where they may relax and
enjoy their snack.The main canteen also
offers a range of ‘grab-and-go’ items,
which students may purchase using

Parents are encouraged to take advantage
of the hot school meals provided by the
school’s caterers at lunchtime. From
Nursery to Year 4, meals are pre-boxed for
ease and served in the relevant canteen.
Older students are served in the main
canteen, where they eat with their peer
group under staff supervision. We believe
students should be actively engaged with
their food to develop healthy habits and
broaden their palate. Meals are
wholesome, hearty and freshly prepared
each day. Weekly menus are shared with
parents in advance.

Parents may choose to provide a healthy
snack and packed lunch; however, the
school’s NO NUT policy must be strictly
adhered to at all times.




The Curriculum

At Downe House Riyadh, we set high
standards for every student across all areas of
the curriculum and are committed to
developing the whole child through a genuinely
all-round education. Teachers have high
expectations and provide tailored support to
enable each student to reach and exceed their
individual potential. Progress is measured not
through comparison with others, but against
each student’s own ability and growth.

In Nursery, Pre-School and Reception, we
follow the British Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS). Learning at this stage is play-based,
carefully structured and guided by children’s
curiosity, ensuring strong foundations for
future learning.

As students progress through Years 1 to 5,
they follow an enhanced version of the
National Curriculum of England. The academic
programme becomes increasingly structured,
with a strong focus on literacy and numeracy,
including the teaching of Phonics. Subject
specialist teaching is introduced where
appropriate, and learning is enriched through
topic-based and cross-curricular approaches.
Throughout this phase, students continue their
study of Arabic, Islamic Studies (for Muslim
students) and Arabic Social Studies, as
appropriate.

Year 6 marks the transition to full subject
specialist teaching and the start of the
upper Key Stage 2 curriculum, moving into
Key Stage 3. From Years 6 to 8, students
develop increasing independence in their
learning, supported by their teachers to
identify their strengths, interests and
learning preferences.

Year 9 is a foundation year that prepares
students for IGCSE study. At the end of
Year 9, students select their optional
subjects. We offer a broad and balanced
two-year IGCSE programme, beginning in
Year 10 and concluding with external
examinations in Year 11, allowing students
to explore their interests while maintaining
strong academic rigour.

In Years 12 and 13 (Sixth Form), students
follow clearly defined academic pathways
tailored to their future aspirations. The
students can choose to study A Levels, or
follow BTEC qualifications, alongside MOE
Arabic subjects where appropriate. We also
support students pursuing local and
international university pathways, including
preparation for Qudrat and Tabhsili, as well
as SAT and IELTS examinations. Dedicated
Careers and University Counselling
sessions ensure students receive
personalised guidance and support
throughout the application process.
Students graduate from Downe House
Riyadh at the end of Year 13, well prepared
for university and life beyond school.

This section provides an overview of the
academic journey at Downe House Riyadh.
More detailed curriculum handbooks for
specific phases are available from the
Admissions Team, who will be happy to
support families with further information.



Academic Life

Daily Reading

A vital part of home learning is daily reading.
As a guide, we expect students to read each
day, in either English or Arabic (or ideally
both!). Reading is the key to unlocking so
much other learning; as well as fostering a
love of reading and books, the impact on
learning in other areas of the curriculum will
be accelerated.

Homework

In the Primary School, reading is the only
expected homework. Children are provided
with weekly spelling lists so they are aware of
the spellings being taught; however, there is no
expectation that these are written or practised
formally at home, as all spelling is taught and
consolidated during class time. Older primary
students have access to platforms such as
Century Tech for core subjects and
school-used applications such as Times
Tables Rock Stars (TTRS). These resources are
optional and available to support learning
should families wish to use them. We strongly
believe that the school day is long and
demanding for young children, and that time
after school should be protected for rest, play
and family life.

In the Secondary School, students are
expected to complete meaningful and
purposeful homework tasks. These are
designed to consolidate learning, develop
independence and reinforce key knowledge
and skills. Century Tech is used regularly to
support and strengthen understanding in core
subjects. In Key Stage 3, homework focuses
on building strong academic habits, stamina
and organisational skills. As students progress
into Key Stages 4 and 5, the quantity and
nature of homework become increasingly
subject-specific, reflecting the demands of
external examinations and post-16 study.

Assessment

At Downe House Riyadh, assessment is
continuous and purposeful, and never limited
to a single moment in time. High-quality
teaching is underpinned by live formative
assessment, which takes place daily in many
forms — including questioning, modelling,
observation, verbal feedback and written
responses — all in line with the school’s
Feedback Policy.

Feedback is always focused on moving
learning forward, rather than on judgement
alone. Assessment is not reserved for end
points or final examinations; instead, it is an
integral part of the learning process. Internal
assessments form part of the normal rhythm
of the school year and, on their own, do not
determine a student'’s final attainment.

Within the British education system, learning is
always working towards an end goal. We place
strong emphasis on building secure
foundations and creating a culture where
mistakes are seen as valuable learning
opportunities.

In the Secondary School, where more formal
assessments take place, these are designed to
help students prepare for the demands of
high-stakes examinations such as IGCSEs and
beyond. Revision materials and guidance are
provided to support students; however, these
assessments offer only a snapshot of
attainment and do not define a student’s
overall progress or potential.

Reporting to Parents

Throughout the year, parents will receive regular
reports based on the teacher’s assessments.
These will provide grades in relation to progress,
attitude to learning and attainment. Parent
Teacher Meetings are held regularly. These
meetings provide an opportunity for you to meet
with the teachers and discuss any aspect of
your child’s education and progress. The
meetings will run on an appointment system
and details will be sent home in advance.

However, if you have any concerns throughout
the year please do contact your child’s teacher. It
is always better to talk to somebody early on to
avoid the prospect of a minor problem
becoming a larger issue. We encourage parents
to communicate with their child’s Class Teacher
or Form Tutor throughout the year by making
appointments as required.



Parents in Partnership
Downe House to Home

At Downe House Riyadh, we believe
education is strongest when school and
home work in true partnership. Downe
House is not simply a place your child
attends each day, it is a community of
family and friends, united in supporting
every student to thrive.

Our Parents in Partnership (PIP)
Programme offers a wide range of
opportunities throughout the year for
parents to engage with school life,
learning and community. These include
academic, pastoral and
community-focused events designed to
keep parents informed, involved and
connected at every stage of their child’s
journey.

All parents are automatically members of
Friends of Downe House Riyadh (FoDHR),
with a parent committee working
alongside the school to support initiatives
and events that strengthen our
community.

A dedicated Parents in Partnership (PIP)
booklet is available from the Admissions
Team and provides further detail on the
many ways families can engage: from
Downe House to home.

Arabic Language Support
(ALS)

Alongside our supportive English learning
programmes, we can offer support in
Arabic language for students engaging in
the Arabic A or B programmes to ensure
they are meeting their aspirations and feel
confident in their Arabic language
acquisition. Arabic assessments are
conducted in the first few weeks of the
school year to establish if additional
support would be beneficial for your child.

Lessons will be offered on a one-to-one or
group basis and incur a small additional
fee.

Please refer to our school fees policy.

Learning Support

At Downe House Riyadh, we are committed
to providing an inclusive education and
welcome students with a range of learning
needs. Our curriculum is adapted where
appropriate to ensure that all students are
supported to access learning, make
progress and thrive within the classroom.

Where a student has a specific learning
need, our Learning Support Department
works closely with teachers, students and
families to provide targeted support. This
may include a combination of in-class
(push-in) support and withdrawal (pull-out)
sessions, depending on individual need.

For students who require more specialised
or sustained intervention, an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) may be recommended.
IEP support is delivered by specialist staff,
tailored to the student’s needs, and is
provided at an additional cost. Where the
school recommends IEP provision, this
support is considered a required element of
the student’s educational programme.

Project Earthlings

Project Earthlings is a new integral strand
for Downe House Riyadh and our alliance
with other schools in the region and our
partner school in the UK, for driving positive
behavioural change, environmental
custodialism and community cohesion into
the next generation.




English As An Additional Language (EAL)

At Downe House Riyadh our main language of instruction is English. We recognise that
many of our students are learning in their non-native language and therefore offer
excellent EAL programmes to ensure that all students can fully access the curriculum.

Our EAL programmes offer students group sessions and one-to-one tuition. We also
provide additional teaching and learning resources, online activities, and mentoring.
Students attending additional EAL lessons will be consistently monitored, with regular
assessments to track progress.

A minimal additional charge is applied for additional EAL support identified either at the
time of your child being admitted or as they progress through the school. Please refer to
our school fees policy.

Communication at DHR

At DHR we value strong partnerships with parents and carers. Open, timely
communication ensures the best outcomes for your child. Below are the keyways we
share information and stay connected with families:

* iSAMS Parent Portal Alerting the school about absences or leave will all be
completed through iISAMS. The admissions team will send you your log-in details.

+ Face-to-Face Communication Pick-up and drop-off times are important transition
moments for your child, and staff are focused on ensuring a smooth start and end
to the day.

If you have important messages or updates, please email your child’s class
teacher directly. Verbal messages passed at the door may be missed. For
concerns or matters that require a longer discussion, please arrange a meeting
after school.

* Online Seesaw We use Seesaw to document and share your child’s individual
learning journey. Photos, videos, voice notes, and observations are uploaded
regularly, giving you insight into your child’s day and progress.

+ Formal Parent-Teacher Meetings Termly

* Reports

« Parent WhatsApp Groups Used by parent class representatives to coordinate
informal gatherings, reminders, and parent-led events that sit outside the scope of
school communication.

«  Email Your child's teacher will share their email address with you. Please use this

to communicate any specific or individualised messages regarding your child’s
needs, wellbeing, or learning.



Caring For Your Child

Rewards and Sanctions

At Downe House Riyadh, we are committed to
establishing a safe and caring environment
according to our aims and ethos, where the
happiness, safety and confidence of students
are given the highest priority. Our aim is that
the school community should be able to
recognise and understand what behaviour is
expected and why.

Rewarding positive conduct and work is
always our priority and unacceptable
behaviour should not be allowed to impact on
the well-being of others. We focus on the
building of excellent relationships between
students and staff.

We expect our students to conduct
themselves with courtesy, honesty, and good
sense at all times. It is important that all staff,
teachers or otherwise, visitors and friends, are
treated with the respect and civility we would
expect for ourselves. If a student’s behaviour
endangers the safety of others, the activity is
stopped immediately to prevent the student
and/or other students having an accident.

The school’s behaviour policy is built on
positive praise and rewards for good
behaviour, good work, good learning habits
and a positive contribution to the life of the
school. The school’s rewards system focuses
on celebrating all things good and includes
verbal praise, written praise, stars and
commendations.

Trips and Excursions

Throughout each academic year, we aim to
give students a range of opportunities to
explore their local, national and global
communities by participating in trips and
excursions. These are linked to the curriculum
and allow students to develop their learning in
different settings and contexts.

We work hard to make these both educational
and fun experiences for the students and,
over the course of this academic year,
students will have the opportunity to
participate in Trips as well as educational
visits.

Fire Safety

DHR is fully committed to the fire safety of all
students and adults. Fire alarm systems are
regularly tested, and fire drills are carried out
at regular intervals in an orderly fashion.

Anti-Bullying

The way we treat others has a tremendous
effect on our school community. It is always
important that everyone shows respect and
understanding to one another.

There is no place in our school for bullying; if
a student feels they are experiencing
unkindness, they should speak with their
parents and teachers so they can help solve
the problem.

The school has a clear policy for dealing with
bullying and parents must notify the school
immediately if they suspect that their child
may be being bullied or is unhappy.

In most instances, bullying can be prevented
by clear and direct action at an early stage.
Whilst we hold an Anti-Bullying week, we
touch regularly on this topic to remind our
children about the need for kindness.

This empowers our students to tackle bullying
and provides opportunities for discussion as
well as activities that are centred around
role-play.

Parents are actively encouraged to support
the school through discussion of bullying and
harassment, its meaning, and its implications
with their children.

We require all parents to cooperate and work
in partnership with the school to resolve any
difficulties.



The Role Of Parents

Downe House Riyadh works collaboratively with its parents so that students can receive
consistent messages about how to behave at home and at school.

Clear guidelines about behaviour are included in this Parent Handbook and all parents undertake
to uphold the school’s policies and regulations, including its Behaviour Policy, when they sign the
Parent Contract.

In doing so, they pledge to support the values of the school in matters such as attendance and
punctuality, behaviour, dress and appearance, standards of academic work, co-curricular
activities and homework.

The school anticipates that parents will cooperate with the school in its endeavours to build a

supportive dialogue between home and school and will inform parents of any concerns about
their child’s welfare or behaviour.

Safeguarding And Child Protection

Students at Downe House Riyadh should feel safe and protected from any form of abuse or
neglect, non-accidental physical injury, sexual exploitation, or emotional ill-treatment.

The school has a Safeguarding Team of staff members that are trained in dealing with child
protection issues sensitively and proportionately.

This team is led by our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).The DSL and all the members of the
school safeguarding team are identified in the posters around the school.

The safeguarding of students within the school is paramount and we work in line with the
guidance of the KCSIE-Keeping Children Safe in Education.

A dedicated and highly trained team of teachers and support staff regularly monitors our
safeguarding procedures in order to keep students safe.

The school will take all reasonable measures to ensure that we:

« Attend Child Protection training annually;

« Practice safe recruitment in checking the suitability of staff and volunteers to
work with children.

« Protect each Student from any form of abuse, whether from an adult or another
student.

« Be alert to signs of abuse both in school and from outside.
« Deal appropriately with every suspicion or complaint of abuse.

« Contribute to supporting children who have been abused in accordance with
his/her agreed child protection plan where appropriate to the role of the school.

+ Be alert to medical needs of children with medical conditions.

« Operate robust and sensible health and safety procedures.

Downe House Riyadh | Parents Hand Book
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Uniform And Appearance

School uniform is compulsory for all students at Downe House Riyadh. It is essential for the
appearance of all Downe House students to be at the highest standard and all parents are expected
to support the school’s uniform requirements.

All students must wear the school uniform correctly to and from school and normally for all
occasions when they are representing the school including school visits and sports fixtures whether
these are in school hours or outside of school hours.

It is essential that all uniform and PE clothing are clearly labelled with your child’s name. Students
will be required to bring their House shirts on special occasions such as House Competition Day and
Sports Day.

All core uniform items can be purchased throughout the year with our designated uniform supplier.

Nursery to Year 2

Girls Compulsory Items:

Downe House (DH) striped dress
(Long or short Sleeved)

DH branded green Cardigan

DH branded book Bag

(No other bags needed)

Black or dark blue smart shoes
(No trainers)

Either:

*  White ankle socks

*  White knee length socks
Black or dark blue tights
or leggings

"
II'

83 A1
Boys Compulsory Items:

* DH branded white polo shirt
* DH branded dark blue shorts
or trousers
+ DH branded green V neck jumper
* DH branded book Bag
(No other bags needed)
*  White ankle socks
* Black or dark blue smart shoes
(No trainers)

Years 3-6

tit

Girls Compulsory Items:

DH branded light blue short or

long-sleeved blouse

DH branded green jumper

DH branded green blazer

Black or dark blue smart shoes (No trainers)

Either:

+ DH branded tartan, just below
the knee-length skirt. (It should be knee
length when seated) or
DH branded tartan long skirt or
DH branded dark blue trousers

Either:

White ankle socks
White knee length socks
Black or dark blue tights or leggings

Years 3-4
(=] [ ]
n¥
as an

Boys Compulsory Items:

DH branded white polo shirt

DH branded dark blue shorts or trousers

DH branded green V neck jumper

White ankle socks

Black or dark blue smart shoes (No trainers)



Years7-9

tit

Girls Compulsory Items:

DH branded light blue short or
long-sleeved blouse

DH branded green jumper

DH branded green blazer

Black or dark blue smart shoes/
cross over shoes with no labels
or colors (No obvious trainers)

Either:

* DH branded tartan, just below the
knee-length skirt. (It should be knee length
when seated) or
DH branded tartan long skirt or
DH branded dark blue trousers (Loose fitting)

Either:

White ankle socks
White knee length socks
+ Black or dark blue tights or leggings

PE/ Sports Kit Pre-School

Year 13
&}

1

Girls Compulsory Items:

DH branded PE top (long or short
sleeved)

DH branded black skirt (Which should
be at Knee length) OR

DH branded tracksuit top and trousers
(To be worn instead of the skirt)
White ankle socks

Trainers

Swimming:

DH branded swimming costume or
two-piece long swimming outfit.

One piece costume or two -piece long
swimming outfit

Years 9-13

T ”
Girls Compulsory Items:

DH branded light blue short or
long-sleeved blouse

DH branded green jumper

DH branded green blazer

Black or dark blue smart shoes /
cross over shoes with no labels
or colors (No obvious trainers)

Either:

* DH branded tartan, just below the
knee-length skirt. (It should be knee length
when seated) or
DH branded tartan long skirt or
DH branded dark blue trousers

Either:

White ankle socks
White knee length socks
+ Black or dark blue tights or leggings

PE/ Sports Kit Pre-School

Nursery - Year 4
()

Boys Compulsory Items:

DH branded PE top

DH branded PE black shorts
White ankle socks

Trainers

Swimming:

Swimming shorts
+  Swimming hat
+ Draw string bag
Swimming towel



School Bags

Students may use either rucksacks or an
alternative of your choice. Students will not
need a bag larger than this so please do not
purchase a large bag.

A Medium Rucksack is suitable for students in
Year 1 - 4 and the Large Rucksack for students
in Years 5 and above.

Nail Varnish And Make-Up

Visible nail varnish and visible makeup are not
permitted to be worn in school. Students who
arrive in school with visible nail varnish or
make-up that is noticeably being worn will be
asked to remove it/them. As a general guide
the girls should look natural in their
appearance.

Technology

Bring Your Own Device

From Year 6 students should bring a laptop or
tablet device into school to support their
learning.

Although we will not be specifying the
model/style of device, they must be able to
access Microsoft programmes, have a
camera facility, speakers and the ability to
plug in earphones/ headphones.

We also recommend that the device has a
keyboard and mouse facility.

Devices will not be replacing pen, paper and
books, but will be used to enhance learning
and provide the ability to record digital notes
and access the internet and key points in the
lessons. Use of devices will be closely
monitored in the classrooms, libraries and
around the school.

In Year 5 and below, students will have
access to iPads, where needed and
appropriate to enhance their learning.

We are mindful of the amount of screentime
that young children are exposed to and will
keep this to a minimum.

Hairstyles

Hair must be always kept neat and tidy. Girls
must wear it tied back from the face for school.
Hair colour should be natural.

Jewellery

For reasons of safety and hygiene girls are
permitted to wear only one pair of small stud
earrings which must be removed for all PE and
swimming lessons. Watches may be worn
(except for PE and swimming lessons).

Students are not permitted to wear any other
form of jewellery to school. The school cannot
be responsible for loss or damage to any
personal items.

Mobile Phones

Mobile phones must be kept at home. The
school will securely store any phones that are
brought in. It is the role of the school staff to
contact parents with important or urgent
information.

Children from Year 6 and above will have access
to a laptop through the school’s Bring Your Own
Device programme should they need access to
an electronic device. If a child brings a mobile
phone into school, the teacher will take it to
reception where it can be collected by the parent
at the end of the school day.

If this happens more than once, the period of
confiscation will be extended. In all
circumstances, students will be able to receive
and make any urgent calls via their Class
Teacher, Tutor or School Reception.

Photography And Videos

The taking of photographs and videos by
parents and visitors at the school is not
permitted.

Staff will not use any personal devices to take
photographs or videos of any child.

Students are not permitted to take photographs
or videos unless under the careful supervision of
their teacher.



School Equipment

L
Pencil Case And Personal Property

All students from Year 3 upwards, should
carry a personal pencil case to and from
school. This should be clearly labelled with
their name. Younger students do not need
their own pencil case.

Pencil cases should contain black, blue and
green writing pens, HB pencils, sharpener,
eraser, ruler, geometry set, and highlighters.
Students in Year 7 and above should have a
scientific calculator for Mathematics.

Items Not Permitted At
Downe House Riyadh:

Other electronic devices, other than
personal laptops/tablets from Year 6
Smart watches of watches with cameras

Jewellery

+ Any items which should be considered
dangerous

*  Nuts

Expensive personal items
Lost Property

If your child has lost something, please come into
school either at the start or the end of the day
and report the loss to the School Reception, who
will help you look for the missing item. Any lost
property will be collected and stored near the
main Student Entrance area.

Please ask the Receptionist for assistance in this
matter. Of course, much of the lost property can
be avoided if all items of clothing and
possessions are clearly labelled/ embroidered
with your child’s name.

Any lost property not claimed will be given to
charity at the end of each academic year.



Health And Medical

Health And Medical Matters

The Nurse is available in school and can be
contacted by telephone or email at
clinic@downehouseriyadh.com.

Please do not hesitate to contact the nurse with
any medical enquiries you may have regarding
your child.

The Clinic will also be involved in delivering
health education to the students in school.

Medical History

Parents are expected to ensure that their
children are up to date with all medical
vaccinations and that all relevant medical
information is shared with school. If your child is
unwell at school, they will be taken to the Clinic
where the Nurse will complete an assessment.

If your child is well enough to stay in school,
they will be cared for by the nurse and will return
to her lessons as soon as possible. Otherwise,
the Nurse will contact you if your child needs to
be collected from school.

Regular Medication

If your child must take regular medication e.g.,
inhalers, EpiPen, etc., the medication should be
clearly labelled with your child’s name and taken
directly to the Nurse. A letter with precise
instructions detailing the dosage and time to be
taken should also be given.

A Consent Form giving parental authorisation
should be signed prior to this. In some cases, it
might be necessary to seek records from previous
clinics prior to a child commencing school.

Accidents and Emergencies

In the unlikely event of an accident, your child will
be taken to the nearest appropriate hospital. They
will be accompanied to the hospital by one
member of staff and the school driver.

The Nurse will call parents immediately once a
decision to take a student to hospital has been
made and the accident will be investigated
immediately by a senior member of staff.

A consent form must be signed when your child
begins school to give your permission for this to
happen.

Contagious Diseases

If your child has been absent from school due
to a contagious disease, a letter of discharge
from your doctor is required before they will
be allowed to return to school.

Please submit this to the school nurse. Please
inform the school if your child contracts an
infectious disease, including Covid-19, Hand
Foot & Mouth Disease (HFMD), Head lice
infection (which can spread rapidly), Chicken
Pox, Rubella (German Measles) or Impetigo
which can have serious implications for
female staff.

If your child has diarrhea and/or vomiting they
should remain at home for 24 hours from last
episode of diarrhea or vomiting.

Head Lice

Should your child be found to have some live
head lice, we will ask parents to take them
home and remain absent from school until the
condition is treated. If eggs are found, parents
will also be informed and asked to treat their
child with medication.



Raising A Concern

We are more than happy to listen to any
concerns you may have regarding your child’s
progress or personal development in school.
Please bring any concerns to our attention
early before they grow and become more
difficult to resolve.

If you need to see your child’s Tutor or any of
their teachers, please request an appointment
as they are not always immediately available
due to their teaching commitments and other
activities and supervisory duties with the
children.

It is always better to talk to somebody early on
to avoid the prospect of a minor problem
becoming a larger issue.

An appointment can be set up via email. If you
do not have a teacher’s direct email address,
please address your concern to
info@downehoueriyadh.com and they will
ensure it gets to the right member of staff.

Please do not try to contact members of the academic/ teaching staff directly by telephone during the
school day as our teachers’ prime concern is the education and welfare of our students. For urgent
matters, please contact the school reception and a message will be taken for a teacher to contact you

the same day.

Key contact information will be provided with the names and email addresses of teachers at the start

of Term 1.

The Principal and SLT are ready to support any concerns you have and will work as a team to resolve

any issues that arise.

Student Records

Confidential records are kept about each
student and will be updated regularly. It is
important that the school is always updated
about emergency contact details for your
child. It is also important that the school is
notified of any medical conditions (if any) or
family circumstances that may affect your
child in school.

Parents should note that the school will share
information held on the school’'s Management
Information System, with the Ministry of
Education, as required by Saudi Arabian law.

Photo Consent

Upon joining Downe House Riyadh, all parents
will be asked to sign a parent agreement in
which you agree to the use of photographs
and videos of your child(ren).

By providing your consent, photographs and
videos will be used for both media and
educational purposes via the school's media
platforms including social media.
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