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The Sixth Form at Downe House Riyadh is a pivotal stage in a student’s
journey — one that is shaped around individual ambition, intellectual
curiosity and purposeful preparation for life beyond school. Our
provision is designed to support students in following pathways that
reflect their strengths, interests and future aspirations; while ensuring
they are fully equipped for success at university and in the wider world.

An academically rigorous and personalised pathway

Students in Years 12 and 13 follow internationally recognised and
academically demanding courses, including:

« Alevels
« BTEC qualifications

These pathways are carefully structured to provide both depth of
subject knowledge and the independent learning skills required for
higher education. Students are guided to make choices that
challenge them appropriately, stretch their thinking and prepare them
for the expectations of university study.

Alongside these qualifications, students continue to study core
subjects that meet national requirements, including those necessary
for the Noor reporting system in Saudi Arabia. At Downe House
Riyadh, we believe strongly that students should not be
disadvantaged or penalised for choosing rigorous academic routes.
Instead, we work proactively to ensure that challenging courses are
fully supported, clearly evidenced and fairly represented, so that
students’ achievements are recognised in both national and
international contexts.
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Preparing For Saudi And
International University

Our Sixth Form provision supports students pursuing multiple higher
education routes, including:

 Entry to Saudi universities, with preparation for Qudrat and Tahsili

« Applications to international universities, supported by globally
recognised qualifications

« A wide range of future career pathways

Preparation for Qudrat and Tahsili is embedded within our broader
academic and pastoral programme, ensuring students develop the
subject knowledge, exam skills and confidence required for success,
while continuing to benefit from the breadth and rigour of
international courses.

Education With Purpose

Sixth Form at Downe House Riyadh is about more than qualifications
alone. We place strong emphasis on:

 Independent study and self-discipline
« Critical thinking and academic resilience
+ Leadership, responsibility and personal growth

Students are supported to take ownership of their learning, articulate
their ambitions clearly, and make informed decisions about their
futures. Our aim is to ensure that every student leaves Downe House
Riyadh not only well-qualified, but well-prepared — confident in her
abilities and ready to thrive at university and beyond.
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Sixth Form Pathways At
Downe House Riyadh

The range of subjects offered within our Sixth Form is reviewed and
confirmed annually, ensuring that provision remains responsive to
student interests, university requirements and future pathways. Full
details of courses available in each academic year are provided to
students and families during the options process.

A Levels: Academic Depth
And Global Recognition

A Levels are internationally recognised qualifications that are widely
regarded as the gold standard for academic study at this stage.
They are designed for students who wish to study subjects in depth
and are particularly well suited to those aiming for competitive
university courses.

How A Levels Work

Students typically study a small number of subjects (3 and maximum 4)
in significant depth over two years. This allows for:

Advanced subject knowledge
Development of analytical and evaluative thinking
Independent study and academic maturity
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Assessment

A Levels are primarily assessed through:

 Final written examinations at the end of Year 13
« Some subjects do have modular examinations at set times over

the two years.
« Some subjects may include coursework or practical components,

depending on the discipline

Grades are awarded on a clear, externally moderated scale, ensuring
consistency, reliability and international recognition.

Why A Levels
Are The Gold Standard

A Levels are highly valued because they:

- Demonstrate academic rigour and intellectual challenge

« Are externally assessed and quality assured

« Are trusted by universities worldwide as a strong indicator of
readiness for higher education
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BTEC Qualifications:
Applied Learning with Purpose

BTEC qualifications offer a vocational and applied alternative to A
Levels, combining academic study with practical, real-world learning.
They are particularly well suited to students who thrive in
coursework-based assessment and applied contexts.

How BTEC’s Work

BTEC's Focus On:

Applied knowledge and skill development
Project-based and contextual learning
Ongoing assessment across the course

Assessment

BTEC's Are Assessed Through A Combination Of:

Coursework and projects
Practical assignments
In some cases, external assessments

This approach allows students to demonstrate understanding over
time, rather than relying solely on final examinations.
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Why BTEC’s Are
Highly Regarded

BTEC's :

Are internationally recognised qualifications
Develop transferable skills valued by universities and employers
Provide clear progression routes to higher education and careers

Why This Pathway Works
For Saudi Universities

The combination of A Levels, BTECs and national subjects offers a powerful
and credible pathway for students intending to progress to Saudi universities,
as well as international institutions.

Preparation for Qudrat and Tahsili is embedded within our Sixth Form
programme, supporting students to meet national assessment requirements
while continuing to benefit from high-quality international education.




Importantly, A Levels
And BTEC’s Are:

Externally validated and quality assured
Graded using clear, internationally benchmarked standards
Widely understood and trusted

This means that students’ academic achievement cannot be
questioned, and the level of education they receive stands them in
excellent stead for success in higher education. Students graduate
from Downe House Riyadh with the subject knowledge, study skills
and academic confidence required to thrive in demanding university
environments within the Kingdom and beyond.

Thank you,

Downe House Rivadh
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