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A Purposeful Bridge Between
mary And Secondary

e House Riyadh is a unique and carefully designed
/hile students remain part of Primary, this year is
ed to prepare them confidently and

move into Secondary education.

nildren at this age are at an important stage of
Y for greater challenge, independence
' but they stlll need security, familiarity and care.
de3|gned to provide the best of both worlds.



Why Year 6 Looks Different At DHR

At Downe House Riyadh, Year 6 students are based in the
Secondary building. This is a purposeful decision that allows
students to begin adjusting gradually to a secondary environment,
routines and expectations without being overwhelmed.

To support this transition, we have created the Year 6 HUB.

The HUB acts as:

« A secure base within the Secondary setting
- A familiar space where students feel safe, known and supported
« A way of ensuring students do not feel “lost” or anonymous

This structure ensures that students are stretched and challenged,
without losing the nurturing elements of Primary.

Specialist Teaching: Preparing For
Secondary Success

One of the defining features of Year 6 at DHR is that students
receive specialist teaching across subjects. This mirrors the way
learning is organised in Secondary school and helps students
begin to develop:

+ Independence in managing different teachers
« Adaptability to varied teaching styles
« Responsibility for equipment, timetables and organisation

Specialist teaching also allows for:

+ Greater subject depth
 Increased academic challenge
 Early development of subject-specific skills

This approach ensures that students are academically ready for Year
7 (the beginning of Secondary School and KS3), while being
supported every step of the way.
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A Challenging Curriculum With
The Right Support

The Year 6 curriculum at Downe House Riyadh is ambitious and
challenging. It builds on the strong foundations of Primary while
beginning to introduce:

Greater depth of thinking
Increased expectation of independence
More complex problem-solving and application

Students are encouraged to:
Explain their thinking

Apply learning in new contexts
Respond positively to challenge and feedback

Importantly, this challenge is carefully supported. Teachers are
highly attuned to where students are developmentally, ensuring that
expectations are high but never overwhelming.

Learning How To Learn:
Independence And Confidence

Year 6 is a year where students begin to learn how to learn in a
secondary-style system.

They are supported to:

Manage timetables and transitions between lessons

Take increasing responsibility for organisation and preparation
Develop confidence in asking questions and seeking help
Build resilience when learning feels challenging

This gradual increase in independence ensures that students
enter Year 7 feeling confident, capable and ready, rather than
anxious or uncertain.
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Pastoral Care And Belonging

Although Year 6 students are based in the Secondary building,
pastoral care remains a priority.

The Year 6 HUB ensures that:

« Students are well known by staff
 Relationships are strong and supportive
- Emotional wellbeing is carefully monitored

We recognise that transition is as much emotional as it is academic,
and we work closely with students and families to ensure every child
feels secure and supported.

More Than Academics:
Developing The Whole Child

Year 6 at DHR is not only about academic preparation. It is also
about developing:

Confidence
Communication skills
Self-belief

A sense of responsibility

Students begin to see themselves as role models for younger pupils
while also starting to step into the expectations of Secondary

school life.
This balanced approach ensures that students do not outgrow

Primary too quickly but are fully ready for the next stage when the
time comes.
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A Confident Step
Into Year 7

By the end of Year 6 at Downe House Riyadh, students are:

« Academically prepared for Secondary study

« Confident navigating a secondary environment
« Comfortable with specialist teaching

« Secure, supported and self-assured

Year 6 is not a rushed transition. It is a thoughtful, intentional
bridge that allows students to grow, mature and step into
Secondary education with confidence and excitement.
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Downe House Riyadh
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